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Welcome

Syphilis Increase in Ohio

Chancroid infections - Haemophilus ducreyi

Chlamydia infections – Chlamydia trachomatis

Gonococcal infections – Neisseria gonorrhoeae

Syphilis infections – Treponema pallidum

– Primary

– Secondary

– Early Latent

– Unknown Latent

– Late (Symptoms other than neurosyphilis)

– Late Latent (Asymptomatic)

– Congenital

Reportable Conditions
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Syphilis in Ohio, 2010

• Ohio ranked 13th in the US for primary and secondary syphilis rates

Syphilis in Ohio, 2010

• Hamilton County (Cincinnati) ranks 9th

• Franklin County (Columbus) ranks 30th

• Cuyahoga County (Cleveland) ranks 43rd
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Total Syphilis: 2007 - 2011
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Total Syphilis: 2007 – 2011, Age at Diagnosis
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Total Syphilis: 2007 – 2011, by Race
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Total Syphilis: 2007 – 2011, by Ethnicity
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Ohio Total Syphilis : 2011

Overall:
– 958 cases reported (as of 08/27/2012)

– 8.3 cases/100,000

Sex:
– 72% of cases reported were males

Age:
– 44% of cases were reported in 20 – 29 year olds

Race:
– 64% of cases reported were black

Ethnicity:
– 97% of cases reported were Non-Hispanic/Latino

Ohio Total Syphilis : 2011 Geographic Distribution
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Early Syphilis: High Morbidity Areas

County Franklin Cuyahoga Hamilton

Total 146 77 240 

Sex

Race

Sex Partners of Males1

1 Percent was calculated using total number of males as the denominator.

Early syphilis includes Primary, Secondary, and Early Latent stages.
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Ideally we would like to diagnose syphilis in a 
primary or secondary stage as opposed to 
latent stages

– Primary and Secondary stages are infectious

• Treat before infections are spread to other partners

• Treat before more severe damage is caused to the 
patient

– One injection as opposed to three

• Easier/More likely to complete

• Cheaper

Primary/Secondary vs. Latent
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• About 50% of syphilis cases were diagnosed during Primary or Secondary stages over the last 5 years

• Jan – Jun 2012 cases are 37% Primary & Secondary

Syphilis by Stages
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Congenital Syphilis Cases in Ohio

• Ohio ranked 16th in the US in 2010 for congenital syphilis rate
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Must identify high risk pregnancy

– Increased frequency of testing during pregnancy 
can lead to earlier detection and treatment

Syphilis diagnosed after last prenatal visit and 
before delivery

– Leads to inadequate treatment as the mother is 
treated less than 30 days before delivery

No prenatal visits until very late in the 
pregnancy (or no visits at all)

– Again, leads to inadequate treatment

Congenital Syphilis - Issues

Tyler Weant

STD Surveillance Epidemiologist

Phone: (614)644-7562

Email: tyler.weant@odh.ohio.gov

Contact Information:


